
 

 

 

 

 

 

ASSOCIATION NEWS: Stay warm-The Polar Vortex is here. 

 

CAC (Citizens Advisory Committee) Meeting: Our last meeting was on 16 January. 
Our guest speaker was Angeleigh Mitchell from the MYLA (Mayor’s Youth Leaders 
in Action). These people have energized a large number of teen-aged youths in 
the community into a wide variety of volunteer and civic-minded organizations. 
They won numerous city, regional, and state awards and would be a worthy 
recipient of a donation going forward. We also had our usual presentation by 
Captain Elliot on local crime statistics. As at almost every meeting theft from 
motor vehicles leads the way. Lock your car doors every time you get out of them. 
Our next meeting is 20 February at 6:30PM at Williams Farm Recreation Center.  

Association Meeting: Our Association meetings this year will be on Thursdays. 
The next one is on 13 February at the Cypress Point Country Club. Our guest 
speaker will be Justin Boyd. He is the developer and future landlord of the 
buildings going in at the Cypress Point shopping center. You won’t want to miss 
this one. He’ll be bringing in artists’ renderings of what it will look like and answer 
some of your questions. We’ll also have our liaison with the police, MPO 
Schoenbach, light refreshments, and a thrilling 50/50 raffle.  

Website: Please check out our website from time to time. You’ll find it located at: 
https://cyptca.com/ 
 
Bylaws Update: Also on the docket for the February meeting will be an official 
tabling of the new association bylaws developed by John Bilzor. Copies will be 
made available as well as a discussion. Most of the changes are administrative, in 
keeping with the state laws for non-stock corporations but there are a few 
substantive changes that I’ll highlight. Voting on these bylaws will be at our May 
meeting.  
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Annual Hardcopy Newsletter: Very shortly you’ll be seeing the annual hardcopy 
newsletter on your doorstep or inside your storm door (note: they can’t go in or 
on your mailbox due to postal regulations). Please note the last page carries the 
form to sign up and pay your annual dues-still only $15/year.  We have a new 
snail mail address there as we have changed treasurers. And yes, our PayPal 
address if so-inclined to save a stamp.  
 

SCAM Alert:   
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

As we settle into the new year, cybercriminals are 

hard at work, crafting clever phishing scams to trick 

people into giving up their personal and financial 

information. Two scams making the rounds this 

January involve text messages from a spoofed 

HSBC number  

The HSBC Scam Text 

 

The truth? The message isn’t from HSBC at all. It’s 

from scammers using something called "number 

spoofing" to make the text look legitimate. If you 

reply “STOP,” you’re not fixing the problem—you’re 

opening the door for them to target you further. 

They might ask you to click a link or share personal 

information, and before you know it, your details are 

in the wrong hands. 

https://www.scamadviser.com/articles/how-to-protect-your-personal-information-online
https://www.scamadviser.com/articles/how-to-protect-your-personal-information-online
https://www.scamadviser.com/articles/how-to-protect-your-personal-information-online
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In the Garden: 

It might be cold outside, but there are still plenty of jobs to do in the garden this month. Here are the main ones: 

1. Put your new-year enthusiasm to good use by cleaning pots, tools, water butts and greenhouses in 

preparation for spring. It’s not the most glamorous of tasks, but it will set you up for a great growing season. 

2. Start planning what you want to do with your garden in the months to come. Now is the time to order seeds 
and plants from the comfort of your armchair (see below). 

3. Check your winter protection is still working for you — survey any stakes, supports and ties that might have 
been damaged in bad weather. 

4. Continue looking after wildlife — put out wild birdfood for hungry birds and continue to leave some areas of 

your garden uncut for shelter until the spring. 

5. Prune your wisteria by cutting back whippy summer growth, leaving only 2 or 3 buds. 

6. Prune rose bushes this month while they are still dormant. Cut branches back to just above a bud, making 

sure to remove any crossing or dead branches. 

7. January is the month to start pruning rhododendrons. Read our guide to learn more. 

8. If your honeysuckle is very overgrown, now is the best time to prune and cut back hard to encourage 

healthy, new growth this spring. 

9. Cut back ornamental grasses. Clip back the old foliage from before new growth begins - cut back to within a 

few centimetres of the ground. 

10. Tidy up perennials. Cut down the old stems of perennial plants like sedum - be careful of any new growth. 

11. Remove old hellebore leaves to expose the new blooms as they emerge this spring. 

12. Cut back willow trees. Remove any damaged or diseased stems. Take out the oldest stems of brightly 
coloured willows, and thin out any overcrowding. 

13. Remove any faded flowers from your winter pansies to stop them setting seed. 

14. Keep harvesting your parsnips and leeks as you need them. 

15. Protect potato grow bags with frost protection fleece on cold nights if your greenhouse is unheated. 

16. Remove yellowing leaves from winter brassicas - they don’t help the plant and can even harbour pests and 

diseases. 

17. Prepare the ground for early peas. Place a cloche over the soil this month, to warm up the ground a few 

weeks before sowing. 

History Corner: 
 
January 1, 1776 - During the American Revolution, George Washington unveiled the 
Grand Union Flag, the first national flag in America. 
January 1, 1863 - The Emancipation Proclamation by President Abraham Lincoln 
freed the slaves in the states rebelling against the Union. 
January 3, 1777 - During the American Revolution, General George Washington 
defeated the British at Princeton. 
January 8, 1815 - The Battle of New Orleans occurred as General Andrew Jackson 
and American troops defended themselves against a British attack-a major victory 
that actually occurred after a peace treaty was signed in Europe. 
January 8, 1918 - Amid the ongoing World War in Europe, President Woodrow 
Wilson proposed his Fourteen Points, calling for a reduction of arms. 
January 10, 1776 - Common Sense, a fifty page pamphlet by Thomas Paine, was 
published. 
 

https://www.thompson-morgan.com/the-tool-shed/garden-irrigation/water-butts
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/wild-birdfood
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/plants/shrubs/wisteria
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/popular-plants/roses
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/pruning/rhododendron
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/honeysuckle-plants
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/plants/grass-plants
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/flowers-plants-shrubs/plants/perennial-and-biennial-plants
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/sedum-telephium-purple-emperor/T62268TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/hellebore-christmas-carol/T77239TM
https://search.thompson-morgan.com/search?w=winter%20pansies&asug=
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-seeds/carrot-and-parsnip-seeds
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/p/frost-protection-fleece/KB0072TM
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-plants/brassica-and-leafy-green-plants
https://www.thompson-morgan.com/vegetables/vegetable-seeds/pea-and-bean-seeds
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/jan-emanc.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/index.html
https://www.historyplace.com/specials/calendar/docs-pix/jan-orleans.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/fourteen-points.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/fourteen-points.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/worldhistory/firstworldwar/fourteen-points.htm
https://www.historyplace.com/unitedstates/revolution/common.htm
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January 14-23, 1943 - President Franklin Roosevelt and British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill met at Casablanca in Morocco to work on strategy during WW2. 
January 16, 1991 - The war against Iraq began as Allied aircraft conducted a major 
raid against Iraqi air defenses. 
January 21, 1954 - The USS Nautilus, the world's first nuclear powered submarine, 
was launched at Groton, Connecticut. 
January 24, 1848 - The California gold rush began with the accidental discovery of 
the precious metal near Coloma during construction of a Sutter's sawmill. 
January 28, 1915 - The U.S. Coast Guard was created by an Act of Congress, 
combining the Life Saving Service and the Revenue Cutter Service. 
 

A new section: A little more in-depth on one of the critical battles above.  

 
The Battle of Princeton, NJ, 3 January 1777: Everybody knows about George 
Washington crossing the icy Delaware River in the dead of winter at Christmas 
1776 and the victory at Trenton-but not many people know he crossed again 10 
days later on January 3rd 1777 and encountered the British, this time at Princeton. 
This battle was a close-run thing. George almost got killed and personally rallied 
his men who were on the verge of running away. Taken together, Trenton and 
Princeton were a big morale boost to the Continental Army. Many historians think 
that the winter campaign in NJ was General Washington’s finest tactical showing.  
 
 

CYPT Crime Stats Year to Date: 

 
The Virginia Beach Open Data Portal shows no crime incidents for Cypress Point in 

December 2024 or to this point in 2025. I’m not sure if that’s a true statistic or if the 

portal hasn’t been properly updated. I’ll let it go another month and if this time in 

February it isn’t updated I’ll raise you know what.  

 
VBCCO NEWS:  The VBCCO meets the third Wednesday of the month at the 

Bow Creek Recreation Center at 6:30 PM. All are welcome. Last month the intended 
guest speaker was the Coordinator of the city’s new high-tech crime data center. 
Unfortunately this had to be re-scheduled. This is a good way to see what’s going on 
with development projects in the city and the “master plan”-the Comprehensive Plan 
which is being updated. The meetings are free. Next one is 19 February.  
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City News: City Calendar 
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Financial Review: On 27 January 
we’ll be conducting our annual 
financial review, assisted by an 
outside, independent person. The 
review summary as well as our 
estimated 2025 Budget will be 
presented at the 13 February 
general meeting.  
 


